
Regulatory Philosophy 
Western Electricity Coordinating Council 

September 21, 2016 

WESTERN ELECTRICITY COORDINATING COUNCIL 
155 North 400 West, Suite 200 

Salt Lake City, Utah 84103-1114 

Core Principles of our Registered Entity Oversight Philosophy 

Be an Informed Regulator 

To meet its statutory obligations effectively, WECC first and foremost will be an informed regulator. 
WECC will have a deep understanding of the Western Interconnection and the risks and challenges 
facing the registered entities that are working to provide the highest levels of reliability. WECC will 
work collaboratively with the Electric Reliability Organization (ERO) Enterprise, registered entities and 
various stakeholders to ensure a clear understanding of the current state of reliability, evolving 
reliability challenges, and approaches for identifying and mitigating risks. WECC is fully implementing 
risk-based approaches in the Compliance Monitoring and Enforcement Program. Success requires 
access to validated data and rigorous analysis to support WECC’s risk assessments.  

Identify Top Risks to Reliability 

With rigorous analysis of data, WECC is uniquely positioned to identify risk and to support the 
development of risk-mitigating measures and activities. WECC will focus on the key risks and not be 
distracted by the trivial. WECC will allocate its resources in a manner that supports meaningful and 
impactful oversight activities to maintain and enhance reliability and foster high-reliability 
organizations. WECC will accomplish this by using insights gained from the annual State of the 
Interconnection assessment, our planning and performance analysis work, various reliability 
assessments, regional risk assessment, and the inherent risk assessment of registered entities. 

Exercise Discretion Responsibly 

Using the authorities already in place, WECC will exercise discretion in the compliance and 
enforcement program in a manner that focuses efforts on reliability and not create low value added 
administrative burdens for either WECC or registered entities. WECC’s ability to effectively exercise 
discretion is predicated on registered entities continuing to participate in voluntary ERO programs of 
event analysis, compliance self-assessments and internal controls evaluation.  

Enforce Fairly  

WECC is committed to equitable enforcement outcomes.  With a clear understanding of risk and 
consideration of unique facts and circumstances, WECC will use its enforcement authority fairly and 
consistently. As part of the impartial, independent review and analysis of reliability issues in 
cooperation with the registered entity, WECC will provide due credit and focus on the development of 
appropriate mitigating measures and the use of reliability enhancements to ensure the resolution of 
possible violations. 
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Disclaimer 

The WECC Registered Entity Oversight activity remains a core regulatory function—information must 
be gathered, evaluated, and used as the basis for reasonable regulatory action. All of our activities are 
subject to the oversight of NERC and the FERC and we will comply with all of their directives.  While 
WECC cannot offer safe harbor, WECC will use the above philosophy to guide its Oversight Activities. 
However, WECC must also consider malicious intent, willful misconduct, gross negligence, economic 
decisions to violate, or criminal action when exercising its authority. 


	Core Principles of our Registered Entity Oversight Philosophy
	Disclaimer

