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September 8, 2011 outage activitieS

The Western Electricity Coordinating Council (WECC) 
continues to work on activities in the Western 
Interconnection aimed at preventing future occurrences 
of events like the one that affected 2.7 million customers 
in parts of Arizona and Southern California, and Northern 
Baja California, Mexico on September 8, 2011. WECC, its 
membership, and its Registered Entities have worked 
diligently to address the issues that were highlighted by 
the outage. Everyone involved is committed to preventing 
a similar event in the future. 

In a September 28, 2012 Response Report, submitted to 
the North American Electric Reliability Corporation (NERC), 
WECC described activities:

 » undertaken immediately after the event;

 » in response to the May 1, 2012, Federal Energy 
Regulatory Commission (FERC) and NERC 
joint report, arizona-Southern california 
outages on September 8, 2011 (Joint Report), 
of their inquiry into the outages; and 

 » in response to eight broader systemic concerns 
described in a July 26, 2012 letter from 
NERC President and CEO, Gerry Cauley. 

The Joint Report identified 27 findings and 
recommendations. In the past year, WECC has taken a 
leadership and coordination role in addressing these 
recommendations and the eight broader systemic 
concerns. WECC’s Response Report identifies activities 
with completion dates ranging from 2011 to 2015. 
The Response Report also recognizes several key 
accomplishments that have been completed or are 
underway:

 » Situational awareness continues to improve as a result 
of enhanced data sharing among entities through 
next-day study inputs and results being posted on 
a secure WECC Reliability Coordinator (RC) website. 
The Joint Report cited the lack of sharing next-day 
studies among entities as a contributing factor.

 » System Operating Limit (SOL)/Interconnection 
Reliability Operating Limits (IROL) methodology 
has been revised to define IROL identification.

 » WECC Board of Directors approved 
the hiring of additional RC staff.

 » WECC RC has completed preliminary analysis 
of sub-100-kV elements that have an impact 
on the Bulk Electric System and should be 
monitored and is coordinating that information 
with impacted Transmission Operators.

 » Remedial Action Scheme (RAS) Reliability 
Subcommittee is reviewing all RAS in 
the Western Interconnection. 
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 » A RAS special task force was established to address 
the recommendations from the Joint Report 
by identifying, categorizing, and prioritizing all 
relevant protective relaying and all RAS/Special 
Protection Schemes (SPS) within the Western 
Interconnection. In addition, this task force 
will determine an appropriate process for the 
development of protection and RAS/SPS models, 
and the collection of associated data for inclusion in 
WECC base cases and member’s’ operating cases.   

 » WECC Board of Directors’ Strategic Planning Initiative 
on structure, governance, and funding is underway.

The Response Report also identifies next steps including:

 » evaluation of RC staffing needs, tool requirements, 
and training strategy by a WECC RC task force; and

 » development of Phase II of the SOL Methodology 
to include further clarity for definition of 
IROLs in the Western Interconnection.

WECC is committed to reliability and many important 
activities are underway at WECC, its member companies, 
and its Registered Entities.  These are activities that 
specifically focus on and address individual reliability 
issues based on the recommendations of the Joint Report.  
WECC will continue its leadership role working with its 
members and Registered Entities to further enhance the 
reliability of the Western Interconnection and monitoring 
progress toward completion of the activities in the 
Response Report.  WECC publishes a monthly dashboard 
on www.wecc.biz to report to FERC, NERC, the WECC Board 
of Directors, and WECC’s membership on the progress 
made in the Response Report.   

WECC is geographically the largest and most diverse 
of the eight Regional Entities that have Delegation 
Agreements with the North American Electric Reliability 
Corporation (NERC). WECC’s service territory – the Western 
Interconnection – extends from Canada to Mexico. It 

includes the provinces of Alberta and British Columbia, the 
northern portion of Baja California, Mexico, and all or parts 
of the 14 Western states between. Due to the vastness 
and diverse characteristics of the region, WECC and its 
members face unique challenges in coordinating the day-
to-day interconnected system operation and the long-
range planning needed to provide reliable electric service 
across nearly 1.8 million square miles.
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